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Description:

It[s best to know this from the start: is mean. Augusten Burroughs is also outrageously X-rated. If
you can get past those two things, Burroughs might just be the most refreshing voice in American
books today, and his collection of acerbic essays will have you laughing out loud even while cringing
in your seat. Whether he is stepping on the fingers of little children or giving you the blow-by-blow
on a very unholy act, Burroughs manages to do it in a way that fills conflicted fans with both horror
and glee.

Spanning from the surprisingly Machiavellian portrayal of his role in a Tang commercial at age
seven to his more recent foray into dog ownership, Burroughs has what seems to be an endless
supply of offbeat life experiences. Much like earlier David Sedaris collections ( or ), there are
occasional fits and starts in the flow of the writing, but ultimately, Magical Thinking is worth reading
(and re-reading). If you[Jre familiar with Burroughs's memoirs, Running with Scissors, and Dry, you


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1276138763&d=20-10-02&dm=null

may find parts of Magical Thinking repetitive, since these essays bounce around in time between the
other two. In fact, in an ideal world, this collection would have come first, as it offers an excellent
introduction to Burroughs's fascinating life. --Vicky Griffith --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly It would be tempting to call these highly personal and uninhibited essays
painfully honest, except that Burroughs (Running with Scissors; Dry) is so forthright about his
egocentricity that the revelations don't appear to cause him much pain. He approaches his material
with a blithe tone that oozes sarcasm and crocodile tears. But the palpable humor of the writing
itself endears listeners to him enough that they won't be completely repelled by even Burroughs's
ugliest moments (which include his less than gallant reaction to accidentally stepping on a toddler's
fingers in a store). His performance is off the cuff, but even when he's at his least humane, he still
comes across as all too human. He adopts the same openness that made his previous
memoirs—dealing with his bizarre upbringing and battle with addiction—so successful; now,
however, he's focusing on less serious subject matter and displaying failings that are more vain.
Burroughs excels in his personifications of others, whether portraying a domineering cleaning
woman or an overbearing boss. While some may secretly wish for the death of such a boss, though,
Burroughs admits openly and proudly that he believes he can will it to happen. That attitude, which
is accentuated by his reading, makes this audiobook a true guilty pleasure.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
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