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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Haney, a founding member of Delta Force who retired a command
sergeant major, was a career army man, having served in the elite Rangers; his memoir covers his
experiences during the formation and early operations of 1st Special Forces Operational
Detachment-Delta. In the fall of 1978, Haney was recruited and ordered to report to a secret corner
of expansive Fort Bragg, N.C., where he underwent a rigorous selection process familiar from
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similar memoirs. In the second section of three, Haney describes advanced work with explosives and
weapons, studying airplanes to plan hostage rescues, and the "final exam," in which the class was
sent to the nation's capital, given precise assignments and had to evade the FBI. (The result a red-
faced FBI.) Haney then relates his assignments: he served three times in Beirut guarding the
American ambassador, participated in the invasion of Grenada, served in several Central American
countries and narrowly escaped death during the abortive rescue attempt of the American hostages
in Iran. Will he and a partner successfully eliminate a sniper harassing the Marines in Beirut? Will
his unit rescue hostages aboard a hijacked plane without losing any hostages? Readers of other
special forces memoirs will find this one distinctive for Haney's attention to interservice rivalries (he
has a lot of negative things to say about the CIA) that he believes compromised several missions, as
well as for Haney's nuanced, often disgusted descriptions of the human cost of war.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From School Library Journal Grade 8 Up–An adaptation of the authors adult book with the same
title (Dell, 2002). The first part of the book gives an overview of Haneys military career and his
association with the force and describes the red tape and planning that was required of those who
wished to create a new, secret military unit that officially did not exist. It also includes a description
of the physical challenges required of those who were chosen to participate in what was a
preliminary round of qualification tests. Those who were successful in all the tests were then eligible
to participate in the actual selection process. The second half of the text shows the sometimes brutal
challenges the successful candidates were required to complete and details some of the actual
training sessions. The narration concludes with the unit being sent on a dry run scenario in order to
practice newly acquired skills. Black-and-white photos and documents are included in a centerfold.
The reading level is not extremely high, but the subject is more likely to be of interest to older
readers. This is an excellent choice for students with military interests.–Eldon Younce, Harper
Elementary School, KS
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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